
“No one has ever spoken like this man!” 
The methodology of the Savior: a challenge for us on the Salvatorian Missionary Year 

 

Context 

The Pharisees are furious. Jesus teaches in the Temple and speaks of his Father. The 
crowd is divided: many believe in him, others want to have him arrested. The religious 
leaders send agents to capture him. They return empty-handed and say to the priests: “No 
one has never spoken like this man” (breviary version). The TOB translation reads: “never 
a man has spoken like this man” (Jn 7, 46), a text that the liturgy proposes for our meditation 
on the fifth Saturday of Lent. What made Jesus an outstanding teacher? What made the 
difference: his teaching methods, procedures or modes? In what ways should we imitate him 
during this Salvatorian Missionary Year? 

 

How or what does he exactly teach? 

a. His teaching methods 

A method is a like road, a path, a way forward to achieve a goal. It is also the way to 
proceed in order to teach people in the best conditions leading to success. 

Jesus sometimes used questions to expose the real motives of his opponents and 
silence them (Mt 21:24; 22:41-46) but most of the time he used the Socratic method (irony 
and maieutic) to speak to the heart of his disciples. The most eloquent case is that of the tax 
collectors who ask Peter to pay the temple tax. Going beyond the situation, Jesus makes him 
think: “‘Simon, what is your opinion? From whom do earthly kings take toll or tribute? 
From their sons or from foreigners?’ Peter replied, ‘From foreigners’, Jesus said, ‘Well then, 
the sons are exempt’” (Mt 17:24-27). Peter understands the sense of the question, for 
everyone knows that the members of royal families are exempt from taxes. Jesus, as the son 
of the Heavenly King, is not required to pay them. Instead of directly giving this explanation 
to Peter, Jesus tactfully uses questions to make him arrive at the right conclusion, and 
perhaps to make him understand the importance of thinking before speaking, as he should 
have done during the Transfiguration (Lk 9:33) when he asked the Divine Savior to make 
three shelters, without realizing they were more than three. 

How can we wisely use questions in our ministry (especially when we preach)? Are we 
able to awaken people’s interest in order to drive the conversation in the right direction? For 
example, should we address both an elderly person and a high school student in the same 
way? How can we make good use of questions in our ministry? How can we show tact and 
respect for people’s dignity? We must banish unnecessarily embarrassing questions from 
our homilies (Pr 12:18). 

 

b. His teaching procedures 

Procedures are special means that facilitate, illuminate and make teaching methods 
productive. General didactics speaks about general procedures (analysis, synthesis, 
induction and deduction) and specific procedures (acquisition, implementation, control, 
conversation and activation). 

The Savior’s language was understandable for his audience, which consisted both of 
educated and ordinary people (Acts 4:13). He took into account their limitations and avoided 
drowning them in any theological flow (Jn 16:12). His words were simple, concise, and clear 
to everyone, although the truths they conveyed were very deep. Therefore, he taught with 



simplicity, using a clear language (with audiovisual, comparative, narrative and even 
descriptive procedures), which was understandable for most people. 

A challenge for our preaching: do not mistake a homily for a theology lesson, nor 
faithful Christians for theology students. Let us avoid saturating our faithful with the 
theological concepts we learned at the seminar... Christians only need a message that meets 
their concerns by giving them a taste of Heaven, as the Divine Savior tried to do! 

 

c. His teaching modes 

Teaching modes have to do with the activities carried out by a teacher and his or her 
students in a class or learning session. The most important are: exposing (dogmatic), 
questioning (Socratic) and practicing (active). 

Thanks to his perfect spirit, the Savior excelled in the art of reasoning. Simplicity was 
the key to his style. He embellished his examples with details from nature, particularly 
animals, plants and atmospheric phenomena. He was a great observer. Speaking of animals, 
Jesus presents himself as the Good Shepherd, comparing his disciples to the sheep (Jn 10:2-
4.11). The Bible associates many characteristics to them, such as the speed of the gazelle or 
the fierceness of lions (1 Chr 12:8), the serpents’ wisdom (Heb 1:8) and the dove’s innocence 
(Mt 10: 16). 

Jesus said to the fishermen at the lake (Mt 13:47): “the kingdom of Heaven is like a 
dragnet that is cast in the sea and brings in a haul of all kinds of fish”. In the face of death, 
Jesus weeps (Jn 11:35), is moved to compassion, and speaks of the resurrection (Jn 11:23), 
like in the case of Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter. In the face of people’s illnesses, he heals 
them: Peter’s mother-in-law, the son of the Centurion, the paralytic carried by four men, and 
so forth. When he faces the primary needs of people, he gives them food (Jn 6) and drink 
(Jn 4), presenting himself as the true bread and the water that quenches all thirst, which 
bring Eternal Life. To the mothers he spoke of the yeast and the dough, about which they 
had plenty of experience and great skill (Mt 13:33). Jesus used real-life examples as in the 
case of the eighteen Galileans who died after the collapse of the Siloam Tower: “Do you think 
they were guiltier than all the other people living in Jerusalem?” (Lk 13:4). And as we enjoy 
the relief that electricity has brought to our lives, which is a normal thing in our context, he 
ardently reminds us that we are “the light of the world” (Mt 5:13; Jn 15:5), that is, that we 
must consider the electric infrastructure as a private asset we must take care of, so that light 
may shine on everyone. 

How can we use current events and real life situations in our homilies? Our Divine 
Savior used simple comparisons and few words, which nonetheless elicited clear and 
expressive images of important spiritual truths in the spirit of his listeners. A homily is 
actually relevant only when it “walks by the side” (Lk 24:13-15; Acts 8:35) of the assembly, 
taking into account the daily situations that the people of God live. 

 

Conclusion 

The Divine Savior was the teacher par excellence of the Good News. He used examples 
from people’s daily life. Their relevance, or better, their effectiveness made him a man like 
no other! Let us find inspiration in him, so that our homilies become like no other! His 
methodology is a gift of God for our Society during this Missionary Year. May he inspire each 
of us to be effective in our ministry! 
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