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ne may justifiably say that the year 2010, approaching its
end now, has been of great significance to the beatification
process of the Servant of God Father Francis Mary of the
Cross Jordan. Moreover, 2010 might become the year marking the
conclusion of our Founder’s beatification process, once the decree
on his heroic virtues is published. It was in 2010 that a Commission
of Historians in the Congregation for the Causes of Saints approved
of the documents we have submitted throughout the process and
that their approval was followed by that of a Commission of
Theologians. Now, once the awaited approval of a Commission
of Bishops and Cardinals, and ultimately of the Holy Father, is
received, the Congregation will be able to publish the decree.
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In the current issue of the Postulation Press we have included a
report presenting the current stage of the beatification process. The
document was prepared by Fr. Stephen Horn, the Postulator, and it
was submitted by him to the General Synod in Logroño.
The current issue comprises also a number of texts concerning
the conclusion of the present Year of Jordan. The declaration of a
year of Jordan indeed turned out to be a true blessing. All over the
world, numerous prayers to God were held in the intention of the
beatification of our Founder, and they were accompanied by various
other initiatives serving this purpose. Abp. Angelo Amato, the new
Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, has visited the
Salvatorian Motherhouse. Our invitation made it possible for the
new Prefect to become familiarized with the personality of Father
Jordan. In his numerous statements that followed, Abp. Angelo
Amato stressed that he not only learned a lot about this candidate for
the altars, but also became fascinated with the work Father Jordan
founded in the Church. This work, which consists in proclaiming
to everyone that Jesus Christ is the only Savior, remains absolutely
important also in our times. In the current issue of the Postulation
Press, we have also included materials concerning the conclusion
of the Year of Jordan in the Motherhouse in Rome. Among them,
the readers will find a testimony from Mr. Benjamin Mkapa,
former President of the Republic of Tanzania, who spoke about his
personal bond with Father Francis Mary of the Cross. The speech
was made during the conclusion ceremony, in the presence of Abp.
Angelo Amato and other guests.
There is a beauty about the fact that our Founder is still alive in the
memories of so many people around the world and remains in their
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prayers. Among the materials published in the
current issue of the Postulation Press, you will
also find a rare and interesting story about three
Salvatorian sisters’ walking pilgrimage from
Merano to the tomb of Father Jordan in Rome and
you will read about Father Jordan’s «presence»
in the Medical Assistance Center called by his
name in a poor district of Caracas, the capital of
Venezuela.
Throughout year 2010, visitors to the Motherhouse
could see an exhibition presenting Father Jordan’s
Diary. An article on this event has also been

included in the current issue. Traditionally, we
have included photographs of some visitors who
have prayed at the tomb of our Founder this year.
Let us remember never to cease in our efforts and
to persist in zealous prayer for the beatification of
our Founder, so that the process already started in
the Holy See will be successfully concluded and
the beatification of Father Jordan, to which all of
us, his spiritual sons and daughters, are looking
forward, will become a fact.
Fr. Bronisław Jakubiec, SDS

The latest news:
The Beatification Process of Father Francis
Mary of the Cross Jordan Concluded

O

n January 11, 2011, a session was held by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints at
which Bishops and Cardinals discussed the cause on the heroic virtues of our Founder.
On January 14, Card. Angelo Amato, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints, was received in a private audience by the Holy Father Benedict XVI. At the audience,
the Pope authorized the Congregation to promulgate the Decree on the Heroicity of the life
and virtues of Servant of God Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. The news was announced
by the Holy See Press Office on January 14, and it was published in L’Osservatore Romano
Anno CLI No. II of 15.01.2011.
As a result of the same session of Bishops and Cardinals, during the audience of January 14, the Holy Father authorized the Congregation to promulgate the Decree on a miracle
performed through the intercession of Servant of God John Paul II, whose beatification was
set for May 1, 2011.
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Conclusion of the Year of Jordan in the
Salvatorian Motherhouse in Rome
on June 18, 2009

Words of Welcome by Father Andrew
Your Graces,
Honorable Guests,
Dear Sisters,
Dear Confreres,

T

ing it.

oday we officially conclude the Year of Jordan. We
express our profound gratitude to His Grace for
joining our Salvatorian celebration, and for presid-

We thank also all the honorable guests for their presence and participation at our important event.
We are very pleased that His Excellency, Mr. Benjamin
Mkapa, the former President of the Republic of Tanzania
for two terms, honored us with his presence at our celebrations. His Excellency Mr. President comes from
our mission territory in Tanzania and has had friendly
relations with us since many years. He visited us many
times, not only in Tanzania but also here a few times and
in the home country of our missionaries. We always feel
at home when we visit him. His Excellency knows quite a bit about our Founder and his charism and
could see this charism alive in the members of our religious Society. He has great veneration for our
Founder, prays regularly for his beatification, and invokes his intercession. His Excellency knows the
prayer for the beatification by heart and his coming here today specially for this occasion is one of his
ways to show veneration to Fr. Jordan and to the Salvatorian missionaries who work in Tanzania. Your
Excellency, we are proud that you are a faithful Christian, a follower of the spirituality of our Founder,
and great President who led Tanzania into the new Millennium in prosperity, peace, and mutual respect
of the believers. Your Excellency, we welcome you wholeheartedly and wish you a pleasant stay with us
and God’s blessings through the intercession of our Founder in your present manifold obligations to bring
peace between countries which are in conflicts as well as prosperity to developing countries.
We are pleased to inform His Grace and other honorable guests that members of the Salvatorian
Family around the world celebrated this year of our Founder with great enthusiasm, great variety of ways
full of spiritual richness and with dedicated involvement of the people whom we serve in 39 countries.
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Surely this Year of Jordan helped us Salvatorians to grow spiritually in our faithfulness to our charism
and spirituality, strengthened us in our mission of announcing the Salvator and helped the people in many
countries to know better our Founder and last but nor least it has increased his veneration. We grow in
deepening and better understanding the importance of the charism of Fr. Jordan for the Church through
his universal vision of the evangelization, and through involving the people of all walks of life in their
baptismal obligation and privilege to witness the goodness and kindness of God which appeared in Jesus,
the Saviour.
These are essential elements of the new Evangelization so much needed in our times of secularization, consumerism, and religious ignorance which are quite similar to the times in which has lived our
Founder. Therefore, the person of our Founder and his charism and great apostolic zeal is so actual for
our times and we increase our prayers and grow in our desire that his charism is acknowledged by the
Church also by his beatification.
This desire we see clearly especially in our foundations in Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern
Europe where we grow in numbers in this time of negative phenomenon of diminishing number of vocations to the priestly and religious life in the developed countries.
We know that there is a great number of requests from around the world for the beatifications
of saintly women and men of various talks of life who offered totally their lives to our Lord and who
are good example for the Christian and non-Christian world. We hope that under the leadership of the
Congregation for the Saints, the great spiritual son of Don Bosco, His Grace Archbishop Angelo Amato,
our Founder will also be acknowledged by the Papal Congregation for the Saints as saintly religious
through his beatification. Our Founder met a few times Don Bosco and was guided by him in implementing his vocation to start us Salvatorians. We hope that His Grace will guide us also like Don Bosco
guided our Founder, in our long lasting beatification process to its final conclusion. On this occasion it
is worthwhile to mention that the spiritual sons of Don Bosco took over our first mission in North East
India when we were expelled by the colonists and they developed it wonderfully to its present growth
which is characterized as the most dynamic evangelization on the Asian continent. Quite often we are
privileged to host the Salesian archbishops, bishops and members from our first mission in Assam in our
Motherhouse here. In the missionary field we see Salesians as our brothers of the same missionary family
on the Indian sub-continent.
We wish His Grace God’s blessings and guidance of the Holy Spirit in the responsible service to
the Church in its most important dimension of the sanctity of the Christian life of the baptized persons
and we thank again for your precious presence with us.

Father Andrew Urbański, SDS
superior general
At the tomb of the Servant of God,
Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan
4
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Conclusion of the Year of Jordan in the
Salvatorian Motherhouse in Rome
on June 18, 2009
+Angelo Amato, SDB

Homily for the closure of the Year of Father Jordan
June 18, 2009, Motherhouse of the Salvatorians

1. An exemplary priestly life
Dear Salvatorians,

I

am grateful for this invitation to celebrate with
you, at the Eucharist, the closure of the Year of
Jordan. I am grateful for providing me with the
biographies and diaries of your Founder, whose life I
have come to understand even more deeply by reading
the voluminous Positio, which, I hope, will soon be
evaluated by the theological consultors.
Who was Father Jordan? Born on June 16,
1848, in Gurtweil (Baden-Württemberg, Germany),
he was baptized with the name of John the Baptist
on June 17. His biographers note that on April 7,
1861, that is on the day of his First Communion, an
important turning point, a kind of “conversion” took
place.
Urged by the desire to become a priest, Jordan
was an exemplary student. He was gifted with a
great versatility in learning languages. On July 21,
1878, he was ordained to the priesthood. There were
Abp. Angelo Amato, delivers his homily at
two objectives that had been maturing during the
time of his formation: the importance of the Catholic the eucharistic celebration closing the Year of
press against the anti-Catholicism of the Kulturkampf, Jordan
and the urgency of the missio ad gentes. For this he
projected the foundation of a religious institute. In the years 1878-1880 he was in Rome to study
oriental languages. In his manuscript with the title “Societas Catholica,” Jordan shows his Roman,
Catholic and apostolic soul.
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In 1880 he made a study trip of several
months visiting various countries of the Middle
East. In Lebanon he experienced a sort of
illumination. This is how the first successor of
the Servant of God, the famous Father Pancratius
Pfeiffer,
tells
about
this
experience: “The
Reverend Father
has told me once
that he was at
a high place in
Lebanon, from
which he could
see the Holy
Land, and so
many religious
needs drew close
to his spirit, first
of all the words
of the Savior:
“Eternal life is
this: to know you,
the only true God,
and Him whom
you have sent,
Jesus Christ” (Jn
17:3). And he
said to himself:
Yes, the Society
to be founded shall preach you, Oh God, and
your only begotten Son”.
Having returned to Rome, he began to
make his foundational inspiration concrete
by founding the Catholic Teaching Society.
In Einsiedeln, in July, 1883, Father Jordan
wrote his first Rule. Its first article contains the
original charism: «Regula et Vita Huius Ordinis
6

est: Observare S. Evangelium D. N. Iesu Christi
vivendo in Obedientia, Paupertate, Castitate et
Apostolatu.»
There was no lack of vocations. Already
during the lifetime
of the Founder
the
Society
received its first
missionary area:
the
Apostolic
Prefecture
in
Shillong,
Assam, with ten
primarymission
stations and sixtyeight secondary
ones. This was
the beginning of
a long series of
new foundations
in Italy, Europe,
and the Americas.
Father Jordan also
paid
attention
to the female
branch, and so
the number of
the Salvatorian
S i s t e r s ’
foundations also
increased. In 1894 the Society received its new
name, Society of the Divine Savior, and on March
8, 1911, it was definitely approved by the Holy
See. On September 8, 1918, feast of the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Father Jordan died in
Tafers, close to Fribourg in Switzerland, where
he had moved because of the World War I. He
was a little more than seventy years old.
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Conclusion of the Year of Jordan in the
Salvatorian Motherhouse in Rome
on June 18, 2009
In the meantime, the tree he had planted grew and
strengthened, extending its branches throughout
the whole world and bearing the fruit of
holiness and apostolate. As your recent Charter
says: “Today the Salvatorian Family has three
autonomous branches: the Society of the Divine
Savior, the Congregation
of the Sisters of the
Divine Savior, and
the
International
Community of the Divine
Savior. We are united by
our commitment to the
mission as envisioned
by our Founder, forming
one family of zealous
apostles who announce
to all the salvation that
has appeared in Jesus
Christ.5

2. Modernity of the
figure of Father
Jordan
Father Jordan is a
versatile figure. A welleducated man, he had
an excellent knowledge
of the Holy Scripture,
which he would read and interpret in the light
of tradition and with obedience towards the
Church’s Magisterium. He had an unconditional
trust in Divine Providence, which he often called
“Misericordia Domini.”6
I would like to emphasize three of his
characteristics:
No. 22/ December 2010

1. First of all an intense Eucharistic piety
as a support for his extraordinary apostolic
zeal. The testimonies of people who knew him
report about his frequent visits to the Blessed
Sacrament, either in the Motherhouse chapel or
in the Vatican Basilica. Father Pfeiffer testifies:
«[Father Jordan] talked
with the Lord as if he
had seen him with his
own bodily eyes».7
Another
witness,
Father Xystus Kraisser,
declares:
«Hundreds
of times I have seen
him fix his gaze at the
Tabernacle, or even
more at the Blessed
Sacrament exposed in
the monstrance».8
Brother
Gervasius
Werder affirms: «The
people in Rome used to
say: ‘If one wants to see
a saint, it is necessary
to go to the Blessed
Sacrament chapel in St.
Peter’s Basilica, where
Father Jordan prayed
every day».9
The Eucharist was the source of his
missionary enthusiasm. In a conference the
Servant of God encouraged his confreres that
they should leave the altar after Communion
tamquam leones spirantes ignem, like lions full
of apostolic fire against the enemies of Christ
and of the Church.10
2. The second characteristic was his
7
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profound devotion towards Mary, whom he
called upon as Mater Salvatoris and Regina
Apostolorum. He consecrated his Institute to
her. He wanted his missionaries to be Marian.11
Rightly he would say: «Who grows in the love of
the Mother of God, grows in all good.»12 As an
external sign of this Marian devotion, he would
constantly hold a rosary in his hands.
3. There is, however, a third characteristic,
which is extremely relevant: his missionary
spirit, his eagerness to make Jesus, Savior of the
world, known to all the world. This is the core
of his charism. Some years after the foundation
of the Society (1881), when he was invited by
the Propaganda Fide to take over the immense
territory of the mission in Assam, he finally saw
his dream of collaborating in the apostolate of
the First Evangelization come true.

3. The urgency of evangelization
Let us dwell a bit on this point. The
urgency of the missio ad gentes, that is, the
proclamation of Jesus the Savior to the whole
of humanity and especially to those who do not
yet know the Gospel, is very much alive in the
Church today.
Nevertheless, there are people, not few
in number, even among missionaries, who ask
themselves whether proclaiming the Gospel to
the nations is still legitimate in such a conciliatory
atmosphere of inter-religious and ecumenical
dialogue. And if it still is legitimate, as some
insist, is it necessary today when all the salvific
ways independent from Christ are considered as
religions?
The magisterium has recently given a clear
8

response in this matter, with the Encyclical
Redemptoris Missio (1990) by John Paul II
and the Declaration Dominus Iesus (2000) by
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
However, perhaps it is suitable to listen again
to the very words of Jesus, who, leaving the
disciples after his resurrection, said: «As the
Father has sent me, so I send you» (John 20:21).
«All power in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, until the end
of the age» (Matthew 28:18-20).
Obedient to the command of the Lord,
the Apostles dispersed themselves to the four
corners of the earth, proclaiming, converting,
baptizing. Let us recall the evangelization carried
out by St. Peter, which led to his crucifixion on
the Vatican hill. The same fate was shared by St.
Paul, the Apostle to the Nations, who during his
numerous trips in Asia and in Europe, suffering
persecutions and humiliations, founded many
Christian communities, until he was martyred
here in Rome. In today’s reading the same
Apostle invites the Corinthians not to accept
those who preach a different Jesus from the
one he preached, and not to receive any Gospel
different from the one received from him
(cf 2 Cor 11:4-5).
Evangelization is not “something more”
in the mission of the Church. The Church is
missionary by its nature. This has been a constant
for the two thousand years of its history. In the
last centuries the proclamation of the Gospel
has been extraordinary in the Americas, in Asia,
and in Africa, first of all thanks to the religious
No. 22/ December 2010
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Conclusion of the Year of Jordan in the
Salvatorian Motherhouse in Rome
on June 18, 2009
orders and congregations. This way the Name
of Jesus was announced everywhere, his grace
has been abundantly poured out on peoples and
nations, and the prayer to God our Father (cf.
Mt 6:7-15), which has been taught by Jesus,
raised itself from every corner of the earth. This
missionary activity, called “missio ad gentes,”
constitutes the most dynamic aspect of the life of
the Church in history.
This missionary activity derives its
reason from the universal salvific will of God,
who «wills everyone to be saved and to come
to knowledge of the truth. For there is one God.
There is also one mediator between God and the
human race, Christ Jesus, himself human, who
gave himself as ransom for all» (1 Tm 2:4-6):
«there is no salvation through anyone else» (At
4:12).
«Therefore,” as Vatican II says, “all
must be converted to Him, made known by the
Church’s preaching, and all must be incorporated
into Him by baptism and into the Church which
is His body.»13
As we can see, evangelization, as an
invitation to conversion and to baptism, is not
something optional, but is a precise answer to
the will of Christ. It is a duty of the Church,
then, that cannot be renounced, and spreading
the Gospel is its inalienable right. Missionary
activity remains today, as always, fully valid and
legitimate; in fact, it is still necessary and urgent.
Despite this clear invitation, and despite
the fact that more and more people do not know
the Gospel, evangelization suffers a certain
stagnation today, if not a real and proper crisis.
It seems that it is passing through a period of
confusion both in terms of theory and of practice.
No. 22/ December 2010

On the practical level, instead of
preaching the Gospel, it seems sufficient only
to fulfill the duty of human promotion in order
to satisfy the missionary command of the Lord
Jesus: to help one’s neighbor, through concrete
educational and aid initiatives, in order that they
regain their human dignity; to collaborate so
that the entire population can enjoy a minimum
of material goods, living a life of dignity. It is
a question, therefore, of limiting oneself to a
testimony in the area of social issues, which is
expressed by missionaries working in schools
and in universities, in agricultural cooperatives,
in defense of human rights, in hospitals. The
religious dimension of the explicit proclaiming
of Christ and of inviting to conversion and to
baptism is abandoned or muted.
This practical shift of the mission is
motivated by incorrect ideological guidelines,
which consider a real and proper mission to be
outdated and no more feasible. If formerly the
motto “extra ecclesiam nulla salus” was valid,
today, according to that ideological current,
it would be more correct to affirm: “extra
ecclesiam multa salus.” Consequently, a pressing
need for missionary activity would not exist,
but one should limit oneself to silent testimony,
recognizing the possibility of salvation for all
within the ambit of their proper religion, as if all
beliefs are equally valid. God’s plan of salvation
would not only be realized in the mystery of the
Incarnation of his Divine Son, but also in the
multicolored rainbow of the various religions of
the world.
4. Relevance and urgency of the Salvatorian
charism
Facing these erroneous affirmations, it is
9
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necessary to recall what John Paul II said: «The
mission of Christ the Redeemer, entrusted to the
Church, is still far from its fulfillment.»14 And
ten years later the same Pontiff repeated: «At
the beginning of the new millennium, our hearts
ring out with the words of Jesus when one day he
invited Peter, together
with his brother
Andrew and with
the first disciples,
to “put out into the
deep for a catch” (Lk
5:4). And after the
miraculous catch of a
great number of fish
the Lord announced
to Peter that he would
become “a fisherman
of
people”
(Lk
15
5:10).»
If
every
human person has
the right to receive
the gift of the Word
of God, the Church
has the obligation to
evangelize. St. Paul
wrote: «If I preach
the gospel, this is no
reason for me to boast,
for an obligation has
been imposed on me,
and woe to me if I do not preach it! » (1 Cor
9:16; cf. Rm 10:14).
Let us clear up some misunderstandings.
First of all, the Church’s activity towards
evangelization is not a limitation imposed on
10

anybody’s freedom. Proclaiming Jesus the
universal Savior is not done by putting constraints
on, but with liberty and respect towards another
person’s conscience. Furthermore, as material
goods are shared, so it is humanely legitimate to
share the truth of the Gospel and to invite people
to conversion to Jesus
and to baptism in the
Church, always with
absolute respect to
the free choice of our
neighbor.
Then, to those who
believe that it would
be possible to be saved
without an explicit
knowledge of Jesus
and without being
incorporated formally
in the Church, one
can reply by saying
that in the unique and
providential plan of
the Trinity, it is only
in the mystery of
Christ that salvation
and redemption are
offered to the whole
of humanity: past,
present, and future.
Finally, to those who affirm that interreligious
dialogue is something sufficient, one can
respond that the command of the Lord calls
for evangelization to all the nations, and that
this interreligious dialogue does not in any way
substitute for missio ad gentes, but is only a part of it.
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(l to r) Fr. Marcin Czyż, Fr. Maciej Dalibor, Fr. Jarosław Merecki, Fr. Milton Zonta, Fr. Zdzisław
Tracz, Fr. Krzysztof Gasperowicz, Fr. Adam Teneta, Fr. Kazimir Ryshkevich, Fr. Andrew Urbański,
Abp. Angelo Amato, Benjamin W. Mkapa President of the United Republic of Tanzania, Abp Ubaldo Santana, Fr. Stephan Horn, Fr. Mario Agudelo Roldán, Fr. Piet Cuijpers, Fr. Bronisław Jakubiec, Fr. Daniele
Cicirella, s. Therezinha Rasera SDS

In this situation, the Salvatorian charism
appears very relevant. The missionary zeal
of Father Jordan invites all Salvatorians to
missionary activity today, more than ever. It is
necessary to begin evangelization again with
enthusiasm, because whole continents, such as
Asia, await the announcing of Christ the Way,
the Truth, and the Life.
Consecrated people are called to this task
in a special way, because in the history of the
Church, Divine Providence has entrusted the
wonderful duty of evangelization, both as the
task of announcing and the call for testimony, to
religious Orders and Congregations of men and
women. What confirms this is the world map
of missionary presence of religious men and
No. 22/ December 2010

women on every continent. This is a richness
of the Catholic Church and an insuperable
testimony of which one can but be proud.
Evangelization is not only social work,
but a really apostolic one; it is not only about
human promotion, but also and foremost about
bringing the Word of eternal life to the people
and to the nations who need the light of the
Gospel and the saving grace of Jesus.
Father Jordan invited his spiritual children
to be permeated by this missionary spirit. He
said: «So much depends upon this, perhaps even
the salvation of thousands and millions. [...] The
task of our Society, the spirit of our Society is the
omnibus et ubique. It is therefore important that
you, every single one of you, be imbued with this
11
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spirit. Praedicate Evangelium omni creaturae.
“Go out to the whole world; proclaim the gospel
to all creation” [...] The Society is not destined
for Italy or Germany but for all countries».16
Father Jordan wanted every Salvatorian to be a
lucerna lucens: «Every one of you is called to
make Jesus Christ known to men.»17

In conclusion: at the beginning of the Year

of the Priesthood, we pick up two concrete
recommendations from the exemplary life of
this Servant of God: a call to Eucharistic fervor
as a source of the pastoral passion of priests, as
well as the persistence of the missio ad gentes
as a task, not only for priests, but also for all
consecrated men and women, as well as for all
lay people.

12. Ib. p. 172.
13. Ad Gentes, no. 7.
14. John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Redemptoris

missio, no. 1.
15. John Paul II, Apostolic Letter Novo millennio
ineunte, no. 1.
16. Exhortations and Admonitions by Father
Francis Jordan Founder of the Salvatorians, Rome
1998, p. 170-171.
17. Ib. p. 180.Pulis husse traedes, ut fac tum vidiist reissolutuam qui prae vid rei sendium supionc
ertinte firte, Catum es inest? Opio efaciam audem
imis Catus Ad se elabus o vivasdam. At rebus nonsua satus nonsuli ia? Et? An Etrare patum laticaes
ocri iam dem ac tem, atium o mo ute ia diissed
ienequod

May Mary, Mater Salvatoris et Auxilium
Christianorum, protect and support us. Amen.

(Endnotes)
1. Positio, Vol. I p. 70.
2. Ib. p. 76.
3. Salvatorianer Chronik 1919, nr. 2 p. 212; cf.
Positio, Vol. I p.78.
4. Positio, Vol. I p. 82.
5. Ib. p. 89.
6. Ib. p.160.
7. Ib. p. 165.
8. Ib. p. 167.
9. Ib. p. 168.
10. Cf. ib. p. 169.
11. Ib. p. 171.
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His Excellency Benjamin W. Mkapa

Address of former President Benjamin W. Mkapa
Your Graces,
Reverend Father Andrew,
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

T

hanks to the many years of my service, which has taken me to all parts of
the world, I can really give witness to
the reality that we are really a community
of believers globally, and I have seen for
myself witness of the fact, that we have one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is over all, and through
all, and in all worldwide.
Of course my own entering the Christian community of believers was a work of
missionaries, Benedictines, most of them
from Bavaria, so you can understand why I
am a little fat. For the first twenty years of
my life they educated me in the faith, but
also secularly, but after that, which accounts
for more than the two thirds of my life, I have
been under the tutelage and spiritual direction of the members of the Society of the Divine Savior. As you heard, when they came
to my country, the Pope gave them territory
south of Tanzania, where I come from, this
was 1953-54. I was just finishing secondary
school. So from then onwards throughout my Benjamin W. Mkapa
lifetime I have received ministry from the So- 3rd President of the United Republic of Tanzania
ciety of the Divine Savior members: Fathers,
Brothers, Sisters.
So today for me is a reason why I had to be here, in order to show in my own way my gratitude for their spiritual direction which has enabled me to achieve what little I have achieved in these
two thirds of my life. I leave you to guess how long I have lived. But the more important reason
No. 22/ December 2010
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of course is that, as Father Andrew said, my association with the Society is longstanding, but
it is not only that, that they were instrumental,
not directly, but by way of advice and counsel,
in my twenty years of high public service: ten
years as parliamentarian, and then ten years as
president of my country. They ministered to me
spiritually, but more importantly, they gave me
worldly counsel. It is not easy to lead a country,
a poor country like ours, and the decision to enter the ring was not easy to make, but their counsel enabled me to acquire that position. I am not
saying that they were my patrons, they are not
my patrons, so any misleads or failures are not
accountable to them, but the successes I had are
very much due to their closeness to me and their
spiritual guidance to me.
I will never particularly forget that constant refrain which advised to me during my
twenty years of leadership: to always bear in
mind that to fear the Lord is the first stage of
wisdom, and all who do so prove themselves
wise. So for any wisdom, I may have displayed
during my presidency, some praise must go to
them.
But of course, a third reason why is because of the missionary work they have done
in my country, but not only in my country but
I think in all continents. I was asking Father
Andrew and he said yes, on all continents. This
struck me even while I was at home, because
when I learnt and when I met actually SDS people from the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
I said well, if you can get people in the DRC to
be Salvatorians, then you are a very universal
community indeed. But there is a lot of work left
in the garden of the Lord, and I hope that more
and more of you will be forthcoming to help us
out.
Your Grace, I was deeply touched by
your sermon this morning, particularly [about]
the missionary work in the present-day context.
14

And it is extremely important, and I really hope
that special attention can be given to the young
Churches in the south of the world, in Africa in
particular. They first came to those challenges,
although the harvest is growing, but the inundation from the revolution of communication and
information technology is bringing in an ideology, which is almost anti-religion. It is telling
the lifestyle of the west which is almost progressively anti-Christian in life to be the kind that
should be adopted by the developing countries.
This is the meaning of development. That questioning even the fact of faith is something to be
admired, and that really the best ideology that
we can adopt in this 21st century is a relapse to
atheism and non-belief. I think there is an important structure that has to be developed to deal
with this growing inundation of really anti religion communication in our part of the world, so
that our faith can be truly sustainable.
I am very happy to have joined you this
morning, to celebrate this very important occasion. I have no doubt in my own mind, that your
Founder is blessed. He lived the life of saintliness, and it is only a matter of time, I think, before even the Church recognizes it. I was saying
to his Grace that the only Latin I remember is
In vino veritas. But I have a Muslim elder in the
neighborhood who talks to me regularly, and he
has a favourite quotation. It says, I think it says,
Roma locuta, causa finita. So I hope that Roma
will locuta, so that we can finish this case. I really do hope so.
I really wish to conclude saying that personally I can only say that I can’t be the evidence of his saintliness among us, but I have
found fortitude, solace, and strength for devotion from praying through him to the Almighty.
As Father Andrew said – I have that prayer asking for his beatification in my head, and I say
it, I can assure you, at least once a day. I try to
pray it as part of my morning prayer, and also
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Conclusion of the Year of Jordan in the
Salvatorian Motherhouse in Rome
on June 18, 2009
as part of my evening prayer. I like it largely,
because I remember there is the section that says
through the intercession of Mary Queen of the
Apostles, we ask you to give us as you gave your
servant Francis, unshakeable trust in your loving
guidance, apostolic zeal for your kingdom, and
– come on, let’s finish – and commitment even
on the cross. For me this symbolizes the kind
of mission that might be that your life has been,
and I would like to think that I have received the
answer to that prayer. Two things mainly as evidence - I was in hospital some years ago, with an
operation, I didn’t think it was terrible, but there
were some people at home who thought that it
was deadly and that I was going to pass away

in office. I don’t know whether they wanted to
succeed me or not, but that’s when Father Andrew gave me this prayer, that’s right. And from
then that I prayed. As I said, I find fortitude and
solace. But also I ask through him for the kind
of unity of faith in my family, as much, as possible, because prayer as a family in Africa certainly must remain the base for strong religious
faith and devotional life. So I ask and pray that
the Lord would speed [up] the process, and that
we will meet one day to celebrate the formal beatification of John Baptist, Francis Mary of the
Cross. Thank you very much.

Fr. Stephan Horn SDS, Postulator

Synod In Logroño 2010

The Cause of Fr. Francis - Report, Consideration, Proposals
The Present Status of The Cause of Fr. Francis Jordan
I. Progress of the Cause in the Jordan Year

T

he Jordan Year (June 2008 till June
2009) brought about a major progress
or almost a breakthrough in the beatification process of our Founder. Our General
Superior Fr. Andrew had invited the then Prefect
of the Congregation for the Beatification of
Saints, Card. Saraiva Martins, to come to the
Motherhouse for the opening of the Jordan Year.
The Cardinal accepted the invitation, presided at
the solemn celebration of the Eucharist and gave
a rich homily. But beyond this there was not
much more he could do to promote our Cause:
his term of office ended soon afterwards.
No. 22/ December 2010

1. What was the situation like at the beginning of the Jordan Year?
At that time we were in a period of anxious hope. Let us first look at the process about
the virtues of Fr. Francis!
1.1. After our Postulator Fr. Michal Piela
had submitted the “positio super virtutibus”
(the „presentation about the virtues “) to the
Congregation for the Beatification of Saints,
the Historical Commission of the Congregation
soon started to evaluate the historical reliability
of the Positio. Within a few months it completed its work. The six votes of the historians
were unanimous and contained only positive
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responses to the questions they were to answer
healed through the intercession of Fr. Francis in
at the end of their vote.
a way which could not be explained in natural
terms? The result of the process was positive.
Consequently we were full of joy. Our
The documentation was sent to Rome for a first
Relator, the General Relator Fr. Ambrosius
evaluation which revealed that a number of
Esser, also encouraged us to be confident. He
questions needed further juridical clarification.
was convinced that in the case of a unanimously
Thus a complementary
positive vote of the
process had to be comhistorians the vote
pleted. At the beginning
of the theologians
of the Jordan Year we
would also be posicould hope for a quick
tive.
completion of this part,
A minor difmaybe even before the
ficulty was the fact
end of the year. So we
that some of the hiswaited for its result: a
torians were a lit„supplementary“ docutle hesitant in their
mentation.
report with respect
to the prudence of
2. The celebraFr. Francis. In this
tion at the end of the
matter they left
Jordan Year in the
the final decision
mother house
to the theologians.
Our General Superior Fr.
A far greater diffiAndrew had invited the
culty, however, was
newly appointed Prefect
the huge number
of the Congregation
of positiones that
for the Beatification
the Theological
of Saints, Archbishop
Commission of the
Angelo Amato, for the
Congregation for
Fr.
Stephan
Horn
SDS
solemn conclusion of the
the Beatification of
Jordan Year. In the morning
Saints had to work through
th
of 18 June 2009 he arrived in the Motherhouse
and we were almost at the end of the queue.
his face beaming with joy. His homily soon
Thus we expected an unpredictably long time of
revealed that he had already studied our posiwaiting and anxious hope. The only prospect of
tio thoroughly. And in doing so he had come
moving ahead in the queue is the presentation of
to know and love Fr. Francis. Not only was he
a miracle with good prospects of being acknowlfascinated by his personality, but he had also
edged. So let us see, what our situation was like
come to the conclusion, that a beatification of
in this respect.
Fr. Jordan might help the Church during a time
1.2. The Postulation had taken the case
of little missionary awareness to find new misof a woman named Patricia Morris, who had
sionary joy and zeal.
been suffering from cancer, and had asked for

an investigation of this case in a diocesan process in Savannah. Had this woman, who was a
mother and the sister one of our confreres, been
16

At the same time he informed us about an
important decision he had taken. He announced
that the Theological Commission was going to
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start with our positio as early as the first months
of the following year, 2010. But he asked me to
visit him before that, in November 2009.

By the time of my visit he had accelerated our
process even more. He officially informed me
that the Theological Commission was going to
complete its work in a meeting on 22nd January
2010.
Why had our process been moved ahead
in such an unexpected way? We may assume
that one reason was the desire of Archbishop
Amato and of the Holy Father to give priority
to the processes of those founders who could
provide encouragement and help to the Church
in a crisis of its missionary zeal.
II. Decisions of the Congregation for the

Beatification of Saints and further steps

1. The decision of the Theological Commission
about the virtues of Fr. Francis
In the late evening of 22nd January –

after the Theological Commission had ended
its meeting – the president of the commission, the Promotor fidei, asked me to come
and see him the following day, so that he
could tell me the result of the meeting.
The following day he told me that the theologians of the Commission hat taken an overall
satisfactory decision in their votes. All nine had
acknowledged the heroic virtues of Fr. Francis.
One of them, however, had a request. He asked
the Postulation to clarify a few important questions. But this, of course, was not necessary for
the decision of the Theological Commission.
Nevertheless the Promotor fidei asked us in the
name of the commission to deal with these questions in a short presentation. In great detail he
explained these aspects to us; later we were also
given access to the votes of the theologians.
The problems can be summarized as follows:
1. There are four processes that are closely
linked together: the ones of the blessed
No. 22/ December 2010
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Mary of the Apostles, the venerable Fr.
Antonio Intreccialagli (the long term
Visitator of our Society), the servant of
God Sr. Franziska Streitel and the servant of God Fr. Francis. The four positiones show considerable differences in
the presentation of events. Do those
presentations in our positio, which differ
from the ones in the earlier processes,
not touch the very basis on which the
Theological Commission had built its
decision about the heroic virtues of Sr.
Maria, Fr. Antonio and Sr. Franziska?

2. Does our positio not pass too harsh
a judgment on Sr. Franziska and Fr.
Antonio in some aspects?
3. Does this not weigh on the good understanding among the religious congregations concerned?
The encouraging fact was the unanimous
final decision of the theologians about the heroic
virtues of Fr. Francis even though they did perceive his limitations, especially with respect to
prudence.
The Postulation was able to write and
submit an explanation of ten pages even before
Easter. The theologian, who had made the
request, proved to be satisfied with the answers
and was able to acknowledge them as solutions
to the problems he had named. This enabled
the Promotor fidei to state in retrospect in June,
that the result of the meeting of the Theological
Commission on 22nd January had been completely unanimous.
On this background we can hope that
the Commission of the Cardinals and Bishops,
who are now reading the documents of the
Cause and will probably take their decision in
November or early December, will also come
to a positive vote. And then we can also hope
that the Holy Father will approve this decision
even before Christmas. He does this by asking
the Congregation for the Beatification of Saints
17
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to write and publish the decree about the heroic
a positive decision the Pope can approve the
virtues of Fr. Francis Jordan.
decree about the miracle.

2. The decision about the validity of the
diocesan process of Savannah and the
further development of the process of a
miracle in Rome

Towards the end of January 2010 the
documents about the supplementary process of
Savannah arrived at the Congregation in Rome
and were officially opened and evaluated. In
June their juridical validity („validità“) was
confirmed. Immediately we gave a copy of the
documents to an expert, Mr. Di Fazio. He told
Fr. Adam and me about the further steps that
now need to be undertaken. In all of these steps
he has to cooperate with the postulation.
The first step is the writing of a
Summarium (a summary) of the documentation of Savannah. The Summarium contains the
following elements: the testimonies of the witnesses, the judgments of the medical doctors,
a chronological list of the events („fattispecie
cronologica“) and an biographical profile. This
Summarium then has to be translated from
English into Italian. The translation will be compared with the original word by word.
After that the Congregation has two
medical doctors evaluate the value of the documentation. If they judge, that there are good
prospects for a recognition as a miracle, the case
will be transferred to the consulta medica. This
medical committtee decides whether the healing
cannot be explained in natural terms according
to modern science.
If this report is positive the documentation will be submitted to the Theological
Commission. This commission examines,
whether the healing is due to the intercession
of Fr. Francis – and only to his intercession. If
they agree on a positive vote, the documentation will be examined by the Commission of
the Cardinals and Bishops. And if they also take
18

As soon as both decrees will be published – the decree about the heroic virtues and
the decree about the miracle –, the date and the
place of the beatification can be determined. It is
up to the Generalate of our Society to determine
the place of the beatification.
Let me add a few words of gratitude here. We
may now harvest the fruits of the work of Fr.
Pancratius and the other General Superiors and
of the work of so many earlier postulators and
their teams. Let us remember them gratefully. I
also wish to thank our present Generalate and
especially Fr. Andrew, who has encouraged Fr.
Michal and myself, who has spurred us on and
who tirelessly supported our efforts.
The
importance
and
fruitfulness
of the beatification of our Founder
We are filled with joy to see that the beatification process of our Founder has entered its
final phase. But to deepen our joy it is certainly
worth while reflecting about the importance
and fruitfulness of a beatification in general and
also of the beatification of Fr. Francis Jordan.
Let me present a few ideas, knowing that they
certainly can be deepened and expanded. I will
try to show that the beatification we hope for
will be a very special grace of God, an extraordinary kairós, for our Society and for the whole
Salvatorian Family but that it can also – beyond
these limits – have an impact within the Church.
It is advisable to first look at the framework of
these considerations.

II. Holy Christians and Canonized Saints
We all know how much the Church is
always and everywhere in need of credible witnesses of the Gospel, of the love of Christ. We
know how important it is, when God gives the
Church outstanding witnesses, especially in
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moments when a people is more deeply touched
spite of their hiddenness, may not be inferior in
by the Gospel for the first time or when the
perfection to that holy one.
Church lives through a crisis or when it is con2. Canonized Christians
fronted with cultural transitions and other major
We can ask why some saints are so deepchallenges or, ultimately, when it has to undergo
ly engraved in the memory of their Christian
persecution. Thus, the city of Turin was given
contemporaries and thus also in the memory
quite a number of “social saints” (Benedict
of the Church in an extraordinary way. A first
XVI) in the 19th century, a period of much social
answer could
suffering.
be: They fasciThrough their
nated an unulives, through
sual number
their
spirof
other
itual impact
Christians and
and through
influenced
their recognithem by their
tion as saints
lives and by
by the Church
their spiritualthey became
ity; through
witnesses of
God’s grace
faith bearing
they
were
much
fruit
granted a spefar
beyond
cial radiance
Piemont, even
and become
- as was the
important for
case with Don
many of the
Bosco - withfaithful on their
in the whole
Fr.
Stephan
Horn,
SDS,
presents
the
documentation
for
the
way to sanctity.
Church.
process on the miracle to the Congregation
Thus St. Therese of
for the Causes of the Saints
Lisieux had an unu1. Holy Christians
sual impact because
of her autobiographical writings. The impact
Some saints, probably even some of the
of other saints might rather be attributed to
great saints, work while remaining hidden and
extraordinary answers to prayer, like in the case
unknown. In some cases they do not leave any
of St. Euthymia in Munster, Germany - a very
visible and lasting traces in the memory of the
courageous and saintly nurse during World War
people and the Church, even though their sanctiII. Right after her death some of those who had
ty allowed them unexpected fruitfulness. Jordan
known her felt urged to ask for her intercession
had read a remark by St. Bellarmin pointing in
and received answers to their prayers. Through
this direction and wrote it down in his diary (SD
many graces received her sanctity became eviI,28):
dent. More and more she became a light for othBellarmine, who was the spiritual director in the
ers until she was finally beatified.
Roman college for a long while during which
St. Aloysius of Gonzaga was in that very place,
often said: “There may lie in the grave of this
house more young religious brothers who, in
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Something similar happened with Fr.
Francis Jordan. He did not work in the great
public. But those who accompanied him in his
life - especially his spiritual sons and daughters
- experienced his sanctity and his inner radiance. As with many founders of religious orders
his impact is linked with his founding charism.
Also, in perceiving the challenges of his time,
he was able to grasp a dimension of the Gospel
with a special depth of heart and let it become a
light for others. Thus God granted him a strong
attraction - a truly exceptional spiritual fatherhood.
What a source of inner and apostolic
strength is the fact that his spiritual sons and
daughters can discover more deeply an important aspect of the Gospel, by looking at his life,
his charism and his lived spirituality; that they
can find a path to sanctity for themselves and
for others not only in his rule of life but also in
the testimony of his life. What a tragedy when
there is a deep gap between the rule of life and
the daily life of one, who undertakes to found
a movement! How happy and fruitful when the
rule of life, the writings and the daily life of a
founder are in true harmony. It is through the
witness of their lives that such personalities
were able to form a community and bring it its
peak and to fruitfulness.
In the case of Fr. Francis the impact of
his life became evident especially in the moment
of his death. Immediately after our Founder
had died Fr. Pancratius felt urged to prepare his
beatification. He proceeded to write a documentation about the final weeks of his life and about
his death. Soon afterwards he initiated some
enquiries about Jordan as a child, as a boy and as
young man. Then he personally began to write
a first essential biography. In 1935 he initiated
a survey among the spiritual sons and daughters
20
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of Fr. Francis. And finally, in 1942/ 1943 he
introduced the beatification process.

III. About the importance of the beatification of our Founder
A beatification or canonization by the
Church is the acknowledgment of the spiritual
radiance of the truly saintly life and its fruitfulness of the church. This radiance becomes
evident in the reputation of holiness (fama
sanctitatis). Nevertheless the recognition has
considerable weight. Probably saints feel this
intuitively. Thus Leo Maasburg reports in his
recently published book about Mother Teresa,
that after her sisters had begun to care for lepers she asked for a private audience with John
Paul II and suggested to him the beatification
of Damien de Veuster saying: “Holy Father, we
need a saint for our lepers!“ On 4th June 1995
he was beatified by Pope John Paul II in the
presence of Mother Teresa. Maasburg writes:
„She was overjoyed to have a saint for her lepers, who was one of them and to whom they
could turn to full of confidence in their suffering.“ Might we not be given a similar joy with
the beatification of Fr. Francis?
Yet, we can also hear sceptic considerations: The conviction about Fr. Jordan’s sanctity
has grown in our communities. So what else
can recognition of our Founder by the Church
actually give us? What else can his beatification
bring about?

1. The importance of the beatification for
our Salvatorian communities
1.1.

The beatification will strengthen our
Salvatorian identity

The Church strengthens our conviction
that we find our identity not only in a rule of life
but also in a great witness of the Gospel, in a man
who was filled with the fire of the Holy Spirit.
He can give us orientation. In him we can see
No. 22/ December 2010

P O S T U L AT I O N
S A LVAT O R I A N

P R E S S
and reignite the joy of our vocation. The Church
joy about the apostolic power of prayer and of
encourages us through the beatification we hope
suffering for the sake of the Gospel, about the
for to be inspired by the apostolic nature of his
apostolic power of trust, humility and meekness.
sanctity. If the beatification becomes an incenThe beatification can help us to rediscover all of
tive for us to study his life, to take him as our
this and thus to renew our religious life which
model and to call on him as our intercessor, we
is in danger of losing its strength and joy in the
will find our inner unity especially in his person
onslaught of secularisation.
and in his life.
2. The importance of the beatification of

1.2.

The beatification will promote the
attractiveness of our community

With the conviction of his vocation and with
the spiritual fervour in his heart our founder
attracted and gained the first great personalities of our Society: Bonaventura Lüthen,
blessed Mary of the Apostles Wüllenweber, Fr.
Otto Hopfenmüller, Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer, Fr.
Gregor Gasser and others. He was the magnet
who was able - together with these first companions - to attract many young men and help them
become missionary people. If his personality is
acknowledged by the Church and thus becomes
present in our community in a new way will he
then not be able to unfold his fascination once
again? Will he not draw to our society those who
long for a missionary vocation in their heart?
1.3.

The beatification can help us to live
our common life according the evangelical counsels with new joy and thus
be renewed from within

The spirituality of our Founder reveals
deep inner joy, unity and strength. Fr. Francis
lived with a deep joy in Christ which grew in
him through the meditation and contemplation
of the word of God and through experiencing
the love of Christ in the Eucharist. This joy in
Christ and through him in the triune God nourished an apostolic zeal that gave his religious
life deep inner unity and strength. He was full
of joy about the apostolic power of poverty,
about the friendship with Christ which springs
from celibate life, about the guidance of God
granted to a life in obedience. He was full of
No. 22/ December 2010

Fr. Francis for the Church

Archbishop Amato, the Prefect of the
Congregation for the Beatification of Saints
made us aware how important Fr. Jordan can
be for the Church in order to recover a missionary dynamic. Thus he confirmed something we
have begun to see more clearly in recent years.
The beatification of our Founder is not only
important for our religious communities and for
our Salvatorian Family but beyond them for the
whole Church. He is a personality in whom we
feel the restlessness of the apostolic person.
Beyond this his charism of apostolic
universality expresses a dimension of the missionary vocation which is especially important
for our time and for the Church in our time.
This universality crosses borders wanting to
reach all peoples and languages. It helps us to
accept all human beings we encounter. In very
different dimensions of life and human culture it
perceives opportunities to announce the Gospel.
Seen from this perspective the beatification
will be of special importance also for the Lay
Salvatorians.
In the Spiritual Pact of Fr. Francis, the
consummation of his spirituality, we see this
universality stretched to its utmost limits: All of
creation is to be included in God’s reign.

3. The saints as interpreters of the Gospel
Joseph Ratzinger / Pope Benedict considers the saints to be the first exegetes (interpreters) of the Gospel – even before the theologians.
A similar view we find with Thomas of Aquins
and Bonaventura before him. It is an insight we
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can easily identify with. As the saints receive
the word of God with fullest openness it can
enlighten their hearts with unusual brightness.
Thus they can inspire theology. They rediscover the Gospel in a new way. We could also
say: They discover the fullness of Christ
more
deeply
and show us,
how he enlightens our life.
Especially
since Vatican
II the Church
has considered
the process of
a beatification
or
canonization to be more
than the mere
preparation for
a decision of the
Church about
the sanctity of a
Christian. Such
a “cause” is
rather meant to
express the specific character
of his vocation
and of the way
he
followed
Christ. To put it in other words: such a cause is
meant to show the special character of his vocation, his spirituality and his sanctity.
Let us take Fr. Francis Jordan as an example for this. The essence of his vocation, of his
charism, is to witness Jesus Christ as the Savior
of the world. Jordan is fully given to the universal
salvific will of God which is revealed in his plan
of salvation. Through Jesus Christ God wants
to draw all unto himself and let all of creation
share in his salvation: This insight is given him
22
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especially with the Spiritual Pact. It characterizes his life more and more. He considers himself
and us to be called to be an instrument of God’s
universal plan of salvation. Something which
Fr. Francis grasped rather intuitively but which
characterized
his charism and
deeply impacted his spirituality is meant to
be seen more
clearly through
the beatification
and to bear more
fruit within and
for the Church.
At a later point
of time a deeper
theological explanation
may follow.
At the end of
my considerations I feel that
two additions
would be particularly desirable:
1. Reports about
experiences of a
new dynamic
because of a
beatification; 2.
Considerations
about the importance of the beatification of Fr.
Francis Jordan for the Lay Salvatorians and the
Salvatorian deacons. But above all I wish to
emphasize once more that the long and often
tiresome work of the Cause and especially its
result - the beatification of Fr. Jordan - can be
an extraordinary grace. But if we want to be able
to receive this grace in a way that will truly be
fruitful for the Salvatorian Family we need to
understand, that such a grace requires wide open
hearts. It is a great challenge. May the Holy
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Spirit help us to respond generously to this call
the public about this decisive phase of the beatiof God!
fication process through the press.

Proposals of the Postulation
for the preparation of the beatification of our
Founder
1. A good spiritual preparation is indispensable if we want the act of the beatification to be fruitful. This could be done in a
Triennium. The Prefect of the Congregation for
the Beatification of Saints expressed his vivid
consent to this idea. Looking at a possible date
for the beginning of these three preparatory
years Archbishop Amato suggested to begin
after the decree about the heroic virtues of Fr.
Jordan will have been published. This publication will probably take place in the Advent season. Thus the Triennium could be inaugurated
on 1st January or around Christmas. These years
should be a time of prayer, of invoking the
Founder, of knowing him more deeply and of
promoting his veneration. How this can best
be achieved should be determined rather within
each unit.
2. A particular theme could be chosen for
each of the three years. Here is a proposal of the
Postulator:
First year: Fr. Francis in his experiences of God

4. A cooperation of the three branches
of the Salvatorian Family in the preparation of
the beatification is highly desirable. The units
should appoint committees to ensure this cooperation.
5. A meeting of the unit representatives
for the beatification will probably take place in
2011 in Rome.
6. In order to make Fr. Francis more
generally known the following publications
should be distributed: The book by Alessandro
Pronzato, the short biography about Fr. Francis
published by the Generalate, and popular editions of the Spiritual Diary. Besides, novenas
should be written and distributed.
7. We should acquire the rights of the
DVD „Fr. Francis Jordan – Apostle for our
time“, so that we can make it available for the
general public – possibly in several languages.
Besides we refer to the proposals of the
Generalate, which include a description of tasks and ideas for the Generalate,
the Provinces and the local communities:
„Preparation for the beatification of Father
Jordan“.

Second year: Fr. Francis as a missionary
Third year: Fr. Francis – his way to sanctity in
following Jesus.
Each theme could be elaborated in various texts
(especially for recollections) published on a
monthly basis.
3. After the publication of the decree
about the heroic virtues we should celebrate
a thanksgiving Mass in the Motherhouse, in
the Provinces and in each of our houses. This
Mass can also mark the beginning of the
Triennium. At the same time we should inform
No. 22/ December 2010
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Sr. Edyta Grzesiuk, SDS

Three Salvatorian Pilgrims

J

oy, gratitude and strength filled the three
Salvatorian pilgrims from Merano (South
Tyrol), when they caught sight of the city
of Rome on 4th August 2009.
In the course of 35 days and almost 700 kilometers on the Via Francigena between Pavia and
Rome the three sisters Renate Koppenberger,
Mariadoria
Caramia
and
Edyta Grzesiuk
gained experiences
as pilgrims. Their
destination was the
city of Rome and
there especially
the tombs of Fr.
Francis Jordan and
of Blessed Mary of
the Apostles, the
Founders of the
Salvatorian communities.
They
chose this pilgrimage as an immediate preparation for their perpetual vows.With a wealth of impressions and
precious experiences they returned to Merano
on 8th August, with the conviction that their
pilgrimage had been worth the effort and with a
recommendation and encouragement to all, who
carry the desire of a pilgrimage in their hearts, to
venture on this project. Here are some impressions from their pilgrim’s diary:
Day 20:
Our stage today comprises 25 km. The
hills of Tuscany enchant us. Ascents and de24

scents add variety to our walk, but they exert us
even more. Temperatures have been rising and
we are determined to continue getting up at 4:15
over the next few days to be able to cover most
kilometers in the freshness of the morning.
The view of our destination and the
memory of our first enthusiasm help us, when
difficulties arise
and discouragement sets in. Such
moments remind me
of Fr. Jordan. His
conviction of the
foundation of the
society being God’s
will proved stronger
than all difficulties.
The
magnificent nature, the
mosaic pattern of
the fields and the
wealth of the earth
incite us to sing
praises to our God and Creator. Walking step by
step helps us to clear our thoughts and keep all
our senses open.
Today again we encountered a number of
people: a woman offering us water; teenagers
who admire our journey, yet would not dare it
for themselves; and other people in their cars,
waving to us, as they pass by.
I begin noticing that each encounter
leaves an impression and open questions in
my mind, like: What kind of thoughts will
linger with these people? Which longNo. 22/ December 2010
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ings does the moment of encounter awaken
in them? Will our pilgrimage cause them to
But first there was the touching view from the
search for God or do we even provoke them?
hill of Monte Mario – seeing the cupola of St.
Peter’s with the good feeling: “We made it.”
I feel the many kilometers we walked in
At that moment the question arose in my mind:
my aching feet; all that we experienced enriches
What did our Co-Foundress, the Blessed Mary
my inmost being. God, I thank you for fulfillof the Apostles, feel, when after her long wait
ing the dream of your pilgrims again, today:
she was finally allowed to come to Rome? Was
the water to
hers a simirefresh our
lar feeling?
bodies wet
There is one
with sweat;
thing I am
a roof over
sure of, now
our
heads
and then – a
and a place
deep gratito hang out
tude at heart.
the laundry.
Please give
Visiting St.
us
enough
Peter’s,
strength for
spending
t o m o r r o w.
time at Fr.
Grant us your
J o r d a n ’s
peace
and
tomb,
the
your
pressurprisingly
ence. Despite
splendid welexhaustion
come by our
and heat let
fellow sisters
us have a good word and a smile for one another
in the Motherhouse and the prayer celebrated at
and for those, that you send our way.
the tomb of Mary of the Apostles leave unforgettable impressions in our minds.

Tag 35:
I still find it hard to believe that we managed and reached our destination. The glorious
sunset over the city of Rome and the pleasant breeze on the roof of the Motherhouse on
Gianicolo invite me to look back over this day.
The excitement and joy we felt when
looking forward to the near goal, to meeting
our fellow sisters and confreres, helped us this
morning to begin our day even earlier than
usual and we were able to keep our schedule
and arrive just after noon at Fr. Jordan’s tomb.
25

But did we truly reach the goal? Or is
it another step ahead, another stage in our life
that will – on our continuing Salvatorian journey – remind us of the strengths and ressources
that lie within us? In any case the pilgrimage
confirmed me in my decision to take my perpetual vows. The experiences we had increased
my certainty that trusting in God I may continue
my journey as a Salvatorian.
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Julieta Calderón Castellanos
General Coordinator of the Health Center in Venezuela

Father Francis of the Cross Jordan’s Health Center

W

hen the HEALTH CENTER was
merely a thought, rather an intention, we felt the need to become
familiar with the experience of others who share
the same reality and, therefore, have some experience in creating
non-profit health
services.
We never
lacked the generous collaboration
of many people
although we started with a simple
project. All positive aspects of
this experience
are due to those
who have given
their two cents
at a financial and
personal level.
It is beautiful to recall the long path we
traveled in order to develop this wonderful and
necessary work in our community. When we
started off, we only aimed at a Health Center that
could offer a solution to the issue of health precariousness for the many lonely and aged grandparents who were abandoned by their families
and by the government, in these low-resources
communities. This led us to start envisaging a
macro project to respond to the problems of so
many ill and disadvantaged people.

26

In January of 1997, we started to build
our dream. I did not know much about FATHER
FRANCIS OF THE CROSS JORDAN’s life.
I still clearly recall our joy as we worked
throughout the year so our dream could come
true. On December 24 of that same year, we
INAUGURATED
our project along
with 45 more.
In January
of 1998, during
a hearing at the
National Institute
of Gerontology
(INAGER), Fr.
Miguel Grobben
and I were warmly received by the
president of that
same Institution
and his steering
committee. As
we presented our
project, they all fell in love with it and came to
visit it on the very next day.
They positively responded to the project
and equipped the geriatric center with whatever
was necessary. The name, however, was still
missing. How were we to call this Health Center?
It was a demand on the part of INAGER. As I
was alone with Fr Miguel, I started suggesting
some names. The first I thought of was Miguel
Grobben but he shook his head, so I proposed
other names that were not accepted either. At that
No. 22/ December 2010
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moment he told me about his Founder, FATHER
Over the last 12 years, FATHER FRANCIS OF
FRANCIS OF THE CROSS JORDAN, and he
THE CROSS JORDAN HEALTH CENTER has
said that year they celebrated 150 years since
relied on the following supporters: Mr. Rodolfo
his birth; he would have appreciated paying a
Couttenye, Fondo único Social, INAGER,
tribute to this great man by naming the Health
Ministry of Health, Sanitary District No. 2,
Center after him.
AMSALA, AVELAR, Pharmaceuticals without
I must confess I knew nothing about Father
borders, German doctors for developing counJordan, but since the proposal came from Fr
tries, Diplomatic Association, Tattar foundation
Miguel, our spiritual guide, our brother, a fighter
and Father Miguel, our Salvatorian priest and
who has been with and among the poorest for
main pillar of this project.
more than 40 years, I immediately accepted; I said
FATHER FRANCIS OF THE CROSS
yes as a tribute to him and to the Founder of his
JORDAN HEALTH CENTER is not at all difCongregation.
ferent from the
The name of the
reality that surcenter
would
rounds it. Poverty
then be FATHER
is the unavoidFRANCIS OF
able issue we
THE
CROSS
must face and
JORDAN; Vista
many
efforts
Hermosa’s
have been made
H e a l t h
to offer effective
Committee also
solutions for the
accepted the procommunity.
posal.
That is how we
F A T H E R
came to turn Fr
FRANCIS OF
Miguel Grobben
THE
CROSS
small garden at
J O R D A N
his office into a
H E A L T H
holistic health
CENTER is part of the parish of Santos Angeles
project. This project is marked by solidarity and
Custodios. This initiative was launched by the
it aims at improving the living conditions of the
Salvatorian Priests jointly with Vista Hermosa’s
neediest communities, particularly those closer
Health Committee so as to offer a space to male
to the Health Center. Said project is in the hands
alliances in order to develop social projects in
of Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan.
priority areas.
FATHER FRANCIS OF THE CROSS
GREAT PROJECTS ARE BORN AT THE
JORDAN HEALTH CENTER is managed by
FOOT OF THE CROSS:
Vista Hermosa’s non-profit health committee
and by the Parish Santos Ángeles Custodios.
Moving forward in FATHER FRANCIS
OF THE CROSS JORDAN HEALTH CENTER
27
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has not been an easy task. We have encountered
CENTER. We obviously did not have that
many painful thorns along the way, one of which
money so we presented the project to the City
I would like to share with you.
and Municipal Hall and to PDVSA, with the
We are located in the farthest neighborhope of receiving some help to pay the Electrical
hood in west Caracas and it is very difficult
Company. Time went by and we could not offer
to find professionals willing to work with us.
any assistance to all of those who came to us
In 2006, we had a power outage that burnt all
for help, since our center is today the principal
hospital for all these communities. Until
one day I was so upset that I went to the
Church in tears to ask Father Jordan for
help: “the Health Center is your house, it
is not mine and if you don’t help me we’ll
have to shut it down and you, more than
anyone else, know what it means to close
the doors to the neediest ones”. At that
moment I decided not to move a finger,
not to call anyone because it was his problem if he did not help me. I spent about
an hour arguing with Father Jordan. And
then, so I did: I did not move a finger, did
not call anyone. I have Father Jordan’s
picture and prayer on my desk, and I only
the operational equipment in the different secturned at the picture when new cases came calltions: in the lab, in the dentistry, in the kitchen,
ing, I would tell him: “many people need us, you
in the offices and the waiting rooms, among
see? But I won’t do anything if you don’t help
others. We ended up with no money or equipme”.
ment to work. We immediately drafted a letter
Father Jordan’s answer:
addressed to the Caracas Electrical Company
On the third day, as I walked into the cendemanding an investigation to find the cause
ter, I received a call. A man wanted to speak to
of said power outage. On the following day, a
Mrs. Julieta Calderón, and when I asked who he
group the company’s engineers came over to
was he said it was from the Electrical Company.
make all necessary check. They discovered our
“I am the engineer José Rivera from the maintekW capacity was too low. We were operating on
nance department of the west region”, he said. I
5 but required 45 kW to properly operate. This
told him that if he was calling about the 25-milrequired yet another project. We requested said
lion project we did not have that money since
project and had to pay 3 million Bolivares to
we were a non-profit association working for
carry it out.
and within the poorest so we had no money.
When we achieved it, we had to pay 25
The very polite engineer listened to me carefully
million in addition to 15 million just for the
until I’d finished speaking, and then said: “Did
power distribution throughout the HEALTH
28
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the Electrical Company give you a project?”
day he sent an electrical engineer from his com“Yes” I replied. Then he asked me for the projpany to repair the electrical system in the house.
ect identification number but I said I had to look
Today, the HEALTH CENTER operates on 45
for it. He said he would call back in 30 minutes
kW.
and he did. When he called again I gave him the
I was so appreciative; I thanked God
project number we received from the Electrical
and Father Jordan because this health project
Company, and José Rivera said “Yes, it is true
is in his hands. And I know he is with us, day
Mrs. Julieta; please write a letter explaining the
after day, and shows us the way. To sometimes
situation and bring it to me”. I did so rapidly and
argue with Father Jordan still helps me, since I
in great excitement. I was convinced that Father
can feel his company and support. I entrust this
Jordan would help me. At five o’clock we were
project to him, I love him, and today I can say:
presenting the FATHER FRANCIS OF THE
“I know about his life, his works, his things, his
CROSS JORDAN HEALTH CENTER project
thoughts. None of his life projects were easy
to Mr. Rivera. He asked us for some time since
either, but he achieved them all thanks to his
on the following day he would meet with the
patience and perseverance.
technical commission to analyze some projects;
FATHER FRANCIS OF THE CROSS
he assured us he would present our situation as a
JORDAN HEALTH CENTER is a light for the
priority project. What great joy! Both
Father Miguel and I were very happy
after the meeting.
One week later we were called and
asked to be at the Electrical Company
in the western part of town at 10 in
the morning. Fr Miguel and I went
to the appointment. Upon our arrival,
the President of the Company and
a number of technicians were waiting for us to inform us of the great
news that the Electrical Company
had exonerated the entire project;
they would provide all the power
we required now and whatever we might need
entire community: here, we try to offer solutions
for future projects. Oh my God what amazing
to all those who come calling. We are lucky to
news! However, we still needed to solve the
be a privileged community because we can rely
problem of power distribution in the house, and
on the support of Salvatorian Priests.
then another angel came through, one who has
always looked after us since the creation of the
center: Mr. Rodolfo Couttenye, a Belgian friend
of Father Miguel’s who has lived in Venezuela
for years. We asked for his help and on the next
No. 22/ December 2010
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James Brandon Stewart
			

M

Story of Intercession by Fr. Jordan

y name is James Brandon Stewart. I
was born in 1981 in Athens, Alabama
and raised in the Pentecostal church.

About eight years ago, I developed pre-patellar
bursitis in my left knee. I underwent surgery in
2002. The tissue in my knee was cultured at
that time and everything came back normal. On
and off since then, I have had trouble with that
same knee and joint. It will swell, turn red and
hot, causing me great discomfort and trouble
walking. Often, it will just give out on me.
In the summer of 2009 (after six years of my
wife and her family dragging me to the Catholic
church), I joined RCIA. There, I hoped to learn
about and join the Catholic faith. Then in July
of 2010, my knee became more swollen then
usual and I began to see a regular doctor for
the pain. In late August the doctors decided my
knee was bad enough to open up for a second
time. I went through the procedure just fine and
again my cultures were negative. I went home
and followed up with my doctor the next week.
He told me he wanted me to see an infectious
disease specialist. So I went to see that doctor
in the days that followed.
The whole time I saw that doctor my knee
stayed swollen, not like before where it would
swell for a few days and then go away. The
infectious disease specialist decided to put a
Hickman catheter in my chest in order to push
antibiotics through every day. Even though at
this time the only thing wrong with me was the
swelling in my knee. All my blood work continued to look fairly normal. In September, the
doctors once again decided to cut open my knee

30

and drain it. Partly to relieve the joint and partly
to culture the tissue again. This time was no different from the times before.
I continued to go to RCIA and I started
a friendship with my priest during this whole
ordeal. Then, on Oct. 6, 2010, the infectious
disease specialist’s nurse called me. She told
me my blood work that had been taken in their
office the previous day had come in and I needed to go to the emergency room immediately.
My blood work had shown I had Gram Negative
Rods in my blood stream. I asked what that
was. She said it was a serious infection and I
needed to be admitted as soon as possible. I
went directly to the hospital. From there, things
get a little blurry. I know from what the doctors
tell me they had to administer seven different
kinds of antibiotics before they finally found
one that worked. And worked it did. It also
made me incredibly sick. Basically, the doctor
explained to me wife that in order to kill this
particular infection, you had to find an antibiotic that would break the cell walls of the virus.
Unfortunately, in my case, the Gram Negative
Rods spread through my entire body and caused
me to go septic in a matter of minutes. The ER
nurse, who never left my side, called my wife
and asked her to come as soon as possible. I
barely remember my wife being there. After she
spoke with the doctor and nurses, they advised
her to call our priest and my family and tell them
to come.
My priest arrived first. The doctor explained to
him and my wife and I had a 50-50 shot, that I
was septic and it was up to my body (and God
himself) to fight this infection. Then my priest
pressed into my hand the relic of Fr. Francis
Jordan. He told me I was about to be baptized.
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The cure seemed to happen on Wednesday, Oct.
6, 2010 in the emergency room at Huntsville
Hospital, with his baptism clutching the Fr.
Jordan relic all night long.
Beginning on Wednesday, November 3, 2010,
James has had a nightly vision of Fr. Jordan

E

S S
in the original habit, and he speaks to him and
says simply, “You have not chosen Him, He has
chosen you.” Jordan is standing in the habit
with no cap.

On Wednesday, November 24, 2010, the nightly
vision changed in the words that he speaks.
“Dedicate yourself to my brethren and what is
given to them will be a gift to me.”

Fr. Bronisław Jakubiec, SDS

A New Exhibition in the Motherhouse in Rome:

Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan’s
“Spiritual Diary” in the Life of the Founder
and in That of the Salvatorian Family

O

n December 8, 2009, the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the community
of the Motherhouse, joined spiritually with
Salvatorians all over the world, celebrated the
128th anniversary of the foundation of our
Society. Together with representatives of the
Generalate of the Salvatorian Sisters and with
the Roman community of the Teresian Sisters,
we gathered in Santa Brigida Church in Piazza
Farnese. There we celebrated the Eucharist and
afterwards we renewed our profession of vows
in Santa Brigida Chapel, the place where, on
December 8, 1881, our Founder had also celebrated the Eucharist, thus inaugurating his work
to which he had been called by God.
However, the Eucharistic celebration followed
by the renewal of vows was not the only
thing that evoked the person of the Founder.
On the same day, a new exhibition, entitled
Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan’s
“Spiritual Diary” in the Life of the Founder
and in That of the Salvatorian Family, was
No. 22/ December 2010

opened. It will be available for visitors to the
Motherhouse to see throughout year 2010. The
most important and the most precious exhibit
on display is the original copy of the Spiritual
Diary of the Servant of God Father Jordan.
Some of those who attended the opening ceremony confessed afterwards that it was actually
the first time that they could see the Founder’s
Diary with their own eyes.
The first showcase displays the first two notebooks that make up the first part of the Diary
and that are now bound together into one volume. In addition to the Diary, photographs
of the Founder can be seen, showing him in
the period corresponding to the time when he
started his Diary. The period in question was
divided into four parts, and visitors can read
relevant information on each of them. Thus they
can also find out about the ideas that drove John
Baptist Jordan when he was starting his Diary
on July 1, 1875, being a student in Freiburg
im Breisgau, and when he continued it as a
seminarian, as a newly ordained priest and then
as a young Founder. In order to show the visi31
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tors that the particular entries in the Diary were
the Founder’s great apostolic zeal and his conFather Jordan’s deep personal confessions, the
cern for his spiritual children as well as for the
notebooks are accompanied by the words which
new foundations, but they may also see how he
he spoke to one of his confreres at the end of
perceived closeness of God and how deeply he
his life, while handing his Diary to him. Father
hoped for the mercy of God. The entire exhibiJordan told his confrere then that the Diary contion is accompanied by etchings showing the
tained only matters between him and his dear
Motherhouse in the period when the Founder
God. These words are a sign that while making
lived there (before part of it was torn down in
the particular entries the Founder never intended
the first half of the 20th century), when it has
to make them public. Therefore his testimony to
the address 165, Borgo Vecchio, the old address
the most deeply personal experience of faith is
printed on his cards.

all the more precious to us.
The second showcase displays the next two
notebooks that form the second part of Father
Jordan’s Diary, as well as some of his personal
belongings: his spectacles and his spectaclecase, his black leather card-holder, and the small
brass bell he used when he was the superior.
In one of the two photographs that pertain to
the period in which this part of his Diary was
written, the Founder is wearing the spectacles
visitors can see today on display, beside the two
opened final notebooks. Thus, in this showcase,
visitors may see the Diary written during the
Roman period, from 1894 to 1915, and from
1915 to1918, during the Founder’s forced stay
in Fribourg in Switzerland after the outbreak of
World War I. Visitors may not only read about
32

The content of the third showcase embraces
the fruit Father Jordan’s Diary brought for the
Salvatorian Family, both during his lifetime and
after his death. In his lifetime, the Diary deeply
influenced his spiritual and apostolic zeal, the
rules he wrote for his spiritual sons and daughters, the conferences he delivered for them, his
homilies, as well as his countless conversations
with the confreres. Whoever reaches for the
Diary of Servant of God Father Francis Mary of
the Cross Jordan today will find in it a genuine
picture of a Christian struggling with everyday
life and carrying his cross, which only made
him full of zeal and desire to lead all people
to Christ. After Father Jordan’s beatification
process had begun, the Diary started to exert a
deep influence also on particular members of the
Salvatorian Family, as well as on other faithful;
No. 22/ December 2010
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Father Bronisław Jakubiec SDS giving a guided
tour of the exhibition

this became possible because of its numerous
editions and translations into many languages.
Thus in the third showcase one can see various
editions of the original of the Diary as well as
its translations (so far it has been translated into
English, German, Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch,
Italian, Polish, French, Hungarian, Tamil and
Sinhalese), among them annotated ones. Some
additional information on the Diary adds to
the whole. Visitors can learn, for instance, that
the Diary was written throughout a period of
43 years, namely, from July 1, 1875, to April
14, 1918. Its contents comprise four
notebooks. The first one was written from 1875 to 1894 and has 213
pages. The second one, continued
from 1894 to 1909, has 121 pages
(both notebooks are bound today into
one volume). The third notebook,
written from 1915 till the spring of
1918, has 140 pages. Throughout the
text the Founder used the following
languages: German, Latin, French,
Italian, Spanish, English, Russian,
Greek, Dutch, Portuguese, Arabic,
No. 22/ December 2010
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Syrian, Hebrew and Polish. The compact disc
and the Internet address of our website that
can be seen in this last showcase demonstrate
that also the newest technological advancements have been put into use in order to make
the Diary widely available by ways and means
adequate to the 21st century.
Let this new exhibition in the Motherhouse
encourage the entire Salvatorian Family to study
the Founder’s Spiritual Diary and so to deepen
the bond with the Servant of God Father Jordan,
but also – for the sake of personal advantage – to
keep discovering the example of personal pursuit of holiness which our Father left us.
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People visiting
the tomb of
Father Jordan

Participants of the II Ordinary Special
Assembly for Africa of the Synod of Bishops

His Excellency
Jude Thaddaeus Ruwa’ichi,
Bishop of Dodoma and President of the
Tanzanian Episcopal Conference

His Excellency
Norbert Wendelin Mtega,
Archbishop of Songea (Tanzania)
34
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His Excellency
Paul Ruzoka,
Archbishop of Tabora (Tanzania)

His Excellency
Agustine Shao,
Bishop of Zanzibar (Tanzania)

His Excellency
Alfred Maluma,
Bishop of Njombe (Tanzania)
No. 22/ December 2010
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His Excellency
Michael Msonganzila,
Bishop of Musoma (Tanzania)

His Excellency
Almachius Rweyongeza,
Bishop of Kayanga (Tanzania)

Rev. Fr. Juvenalis Baitu,
from the Catholic University
of Eastern Africa (CUEA) in Nairobi
36

No. 22/ December 2010

P O S T U L AT I O N
S A LVAT O R I A N

P

R

E

S

S

Rev. Fr. Pius Rutechura,
Secretary General of the Association of
Member Episcopal Conferences
in Eastern Africa (AMECEA)

Rev. Fr. Speratus Kamanzi, AJ,
Superior General of the Apostles
of Jesus.

His Eminence
Peter Kodwo Appiah Cardinal Turkson
President of the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace
No. 22/ December 2010
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Prayer before the Founder’s tomb: (l. to r.):
Sr. Simonetta Malagricci, Sr. Dulcelene Ceccato, Sr. Roberta Fontana, Fr. Piet Cuijpers,
Archbishop Ubaldo Santana from Venezuela,
Fr. Andrew Urbański, and the Prefect of the
Congregation for the Causes of the Saints
Archbishop Angelo Amato.

Rev. Fr. Bruno Secondin OCD,
Professor of Spiritual Theology
at the Pontifical Gregorian University

Rev. Fr. Ignacio Madera SDS from Colombia,
Fr. Andrew Urbański SDS and Abp Gardin
Gianfranco Agostino OFM Conv, Secretary of
The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life

Prayer before the Founder’s tomb:
His Excellency Luis Antonio Tagle,
Bishop of Imus (Philippines),
Fr. Piet Cuijpers,
38
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His Excellency
Marcello Semeraro,
Bishop of Albano (Italy)

Salvatorian sisters: Renate Koppenberger,
Mariadoria Caramia and Edyta Grzesiuk

Fr. Leonard Maciończyk and a group of Lay
Salvatorian Collaborators from Australia

His Excellency
John Kevin Boland,
Bishop Of Savannah (USA)
No. 22/ December 2010
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His Excellency
Barry James Hickey,
Archbishop of Perth (Australia)

New leadership of the Polish Province:
(l. to r.): Fr. Dariusz Partyka, Fr. Roman
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